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Photo By Pres Hall 
MAYS FAMILY REUNION HELD - Descendants of the Mays family recently gathered for a family reunion in Columbus and there was plenty of food, 
fun and fellowship to go around. See Page 6-A for coverage.

IITT’’SS  HHAAPPPPEENNIINNGG!! Barron Withdraws From Woodland Council Race
By JOHN KUYKENDALL 

 
Former Woodland council member 

Danny Barron has withdrawn his can-
didacy for a council post in the 
November election. 

According to information provided 
by Election Superintendent Cynthia 
Powell and City Attorney Gary Byrd, 
Barron withdrew his candidacy from 
the race on Sept. 25. 

The Talbotton New Era had report-
ed that incumbent Mayor James Carter 
did not have any opposition in the elec-
tion, but due to six candidates qualify-
ing for the five council seats an elec-
tion would be needed. 

With Barron withdrawing his can-
didacy, that leaves only five candidates 

leaving the remaining candidates with-
out opposition. The five candidates will 
assume office on Jan. 1, 2026 and their 
terms will end on Dec. 31, 2029. 

The five remaining candidates 
include: incumbent T.L. Carter, incum-
bent John Haralson, incumbent Allison 
Owens, incumbent Jeffery Mitchell and 
newcomer Cynthia Carter. 

The city will hold an election on Nov. 
4 due to a referendum that will ask res-
idents whether fluoride shall be added 
to the city’s water supply. 

Advanced voting for the Woodland 
election will begin on Oct. 14 and end 
on Oct. 31. Advanced voting may be 
done by visiting Woodland City Hall 
located at 49 East Main Street during 
the following dates and times: 

• Tuesday, Oct. 14 through Friday, 
Oct. 17, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 

• Saturday, Oct. 18, between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

• Monday, Oct. 20 through Friday, 
Oct. 24, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 

• Saturday, Oct. 25, between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

• Monday, Oct. 27 through Friday, 
October 31, between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

Voters may contact the Talbot 
County Board of Elections and 
Registration Office or visit the Georgia 
Secretary of State’s website at 
www.mvp.sos.ga.gov to check your 
voter registration. 

Advanced Voting Begins On Tuesday, October 14

Talbot County 4-H to Host Special October Events

By JOHN KUYKENDALL 
 
Talbot County Elections 

Supervisor Sharita Trice has 
announced the Early Voting 
dates and times for the Nov.  
4 General and Special 
Election. 

Early Voting for the elec-
tion will be held at the Talbot 

County Board of Elections 
and Registration office 
located at 1761 Geneva 
Highway in Talbotton on the 
following dates and times: 

• Tuesday, Oct. 14 
through Friday, Oct. 17 from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

• Saturday, Oct. 18 from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

• Monday, Oct. 20 
through Friday, Oct. 24 from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

• Saturday, Oct. 25 from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

• Monday, Oct. 27 
through Friday, Oct. 31 from 
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

If you need to check your 
voter registration you may 

do so  online by logging into 
“My Voter Page” 
www.mvp.sos.ga.gov or you 
may contact the Talbot 
County Elections and 
Registration  Office by call-
ing 706-665-8270 or email 
the office at elections-reg-
istration@talbotcountyga.o
rg.

By JOHN KUYKENDALL 
 
Talbot County 4-H has 

some special events planned 
for the month of October. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 22 
everyone is invited to join 
Talbot County 4-H for a fun 
and spooky Experiments 
Day. There will be music, 
games, food and lots of hands-
on-fun. 

The event will begin at 4 
p.m. at the Talbot County 
Extension Office located at 
401 Washington, Avenue in 

Talbotton. 
Also, Talbot 4-H will hold 

a pumpkin decorating con-
test with all entries due on 
Oct. 30 by 5 p.m. . 

All entries must be by res-
idents of the county or attend 
school in the county. 

A photo of the person 
entering the contest, name, 
age, grade and phone num-
ber must accompany entry. 

Only one entry per stu-
dent allowed. 

Prizes will be awarded for 
first, second and third place 

By JOHN KUYKENDALL 
 
The Talbotton Police 

Department rescheduled its 
second annual National 
Night Out event from 
Thursday, Sept. 25 to Friday, 
Oct. 17 between the hours of 
5 p.m. and 8 p.m. at Heritage 
Park. 

This annual community 
event organized to build 
partnerships between law 
enforcement and residents 
to create safer neighbor-
hoods and to promote com-
munity spirit.  

The goal is to promote 

crime prevention, neighbor-
hood camaraderie, and com-
munity awareness. 

Everyone is invited 
to come out and support this 
community event. There will 
be contests for prizes that 
include: corn hole, a 3-point 
contest, a free throw contest, 
musical chairs, bingo and 
more. 

The event is sponsored 
and funded by Chief James 
Biggs and the Rosie Lee 
Thomas Biggs Foundation. 

Heritage Park is located 
at 170 Park Street in 
Talbotton.

Talbotton National Night Out Event Rescheduled

Meeting to Seek Imput on New Superintendent Search

Work Underway for 
Gorman Road Bridge

Local Author to Hold Reading 
And Signing of Recent Book

By JOHN KUYKENDALL 
 
The Talbot County School 

System will hold a special 
meeting to allow stakehold-
ers to have input in the search 
for a new school superin-
tendent. 

Dr. Jack Catrett retired 
on Aug. 29 after serving as 
superintendent of the schools 
for 13 and a search in under-
way to replace him. 

The Board of Education 
is now involved in a search 
for a new superintendent and 
will be hosting a “listening 
session” for community 
stakeholders on Monday, Oct. 
13 in the school cafeteria 
beginning at 6 p.m. and end-
ing at 7 p.m. 

The purpose of this meet-
ing is to provide an opportu-
nity for community stake-
holders to give input and 

share thoughts with the board 
during this search process. 

Tim Helms and Ricky 
McCorkle, Superintendent 
Consultants, have been work-
ing alongside the Board of 
Education, assisting in the 
search. Helms and McCorkle 
have both served as superin-
tendents and have over 35 
years experience in educa-
tion. 

The Board has been 

involved in several 
Superintendent Search 
process trainings since July, 
after having received notifi-
cation of Dr. Catrett’s, then 
pending, retirement as 
Superintendent of Schools. 

Helms and MCorkle will 
be facilitating the meeting, 
and will share the search pro-
cedure, as well as give 
updates on current progress 
and anticipated timeline.

for entries by grade level to 
include: kindergarten 
through first grade, second 
through fourth grades, fifth 
through sixth grades, sev-
enth through eighth grades 
and ninth through 12 grades. 

There will be two pump-

kin catergories. The first cat-
egory is for a carved pump-
kin. The pumpkin must have 
been cut for this category. 

The second category is 
for decorated pumpkins. The 
pumpkin must be decorated 
and not cut.

Wednesday, Oct. 22 - Experiments Day 
Beginning at 4 P.M. 

 
Thursday, Oct. 30 - Pumpkin Decoratng Contest 

Deadline is 5 P.M.

Submitted Photo 
GORMAN ROAD BRIDGE WORK BEGINS - It’s been 
10 years or longer since Gorman Road Bridge in Talbotton 
was closed but work is finally underway to replace it.

By JOHN KUYKENDALL 
 
It has been 10 years or 

more since Gorman Road 
Bridge was closed but work 
to replace the bridge is under-
way. 

Last week, cranes were 
moved to the site. According 
to David Arrington, Assistant 
District Manager with the 
Georgia Department of 
Transportation (GDOT), the 
cranes were brought in to 
drive test piling for the 
bridge. 

“They will move the 
cranes out while the test 

results are being submitted,” 
Arrington said. “Once the 
results are approved, they 
will be brought back for 
bridge construction. They 
will be utilized to drive pil-
ing, set beams, pour concrete, 
place steel, and perform 
other related tasks.” 

An exact completion date 
for the bridge has not been 
determined. Arrington said 
the process is still ongoing so 
GDOT has not established an 
exact date. 

“The best we can estimate 
is around fall of 2026,” 
Arrington said.

Submitted to NEW ERA 
 
Mark your calendars! 
Local author, Marjorie 

Howard will perform a read-
ing of her most recently pub-
lished book,  "A Woman's Path 
Home" at "Between Friends 
Coffee" located at 1080 GA 
Highway 96 in Warner 
Robins on Saturday, Oct. 11, 
between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 12 noon. 

"Between Friends 
Coffee" is a unique literary 
themed coffeehouse, cafe, 
bakery, bookstore, and event 
center all rolled into one. 
They feature fantastic cof-
fee, one-of-a-kind specialty 
beverages, fresh baked 

goods (including delicious 
homemade biscuits) and a 
full brunch menu -  with all 
the delicious items named 
after a famous author. 

Those attending the 
Reading will have an oppor-
tunity to purchase a signed 
copy of a "Woman's Path 
Home" and get a small sam-
pling of Ms. Howard's  next 
literary endeavor. Come and 
bring a friend for an enter-
taining morning out."
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State of Georgia 
City of Woodland (Talbot County) 
 

Notice of Changes in 
Municipal General Election 

 
Notice is hereby given that a municipal general election for the selection of Mayor and 
all five members of the Woodland City Council shall be held on November 4, 2025, 
at the regular time and under the procedures set forth herein. Polls will open at 7:00 
A.M. and close at 7:00 P.M. O.C.G.A. § 21-2-403. 
 
Incumbent Mayor James Carter will be running unopposed for this election. No one 
qualified to run against him during the qualifying period. However, there was opposition 
for the council seats. Six candidates qualified for seats: incumbent T.L. Carter, incum-
bent John Haralson, incumbent Allison Owens, incumbent Jeffery Mitchell, Danny Barron, 
& Cynthia Carter.   
 
On September 25, 2025, Danny Barron withdrew his candidacy for the election, leav-
ing a total of five candidates for the city council race, thus causing no opposition for 
any of the remaining candidates.  
 
The term of these offices shall be from January 1, 2026 until December 31, 2029. 
 
The City of Woodland will also be allowing the citizens to decide whether fluo-
ride shall be added to the city’s water supply. Therefore, the election process will 
continue with a Referendum, allowing the citizens to voice their opinions about 
the fluoride.   
 
Advance voting for the election will be held Oct. 14 through Oct. 31 at the Woodland 
City Hall located at 49 East Main Street, Woodland, Georgia.   
The Advance voting dates will be as follows: 
    • Tuesday, Oct. 14 through Friday, Oct. 17, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
    • Saturday, Oct. 18, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
    • Monday, Oct. 20 through Friday, Oct. 24, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
    • Saturday, Oct. 25, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
    • Monday, Oct. 27 through Friday, October 31, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. 
 
The Election Superintendent is Ms. Cynthia Powell, and the City Attorney is Mr. Gary 
Byrd.  
 
You may contact the Talbot County Board of Elections and Registration Office or visit 
the Georgia Secretary of State’s website at www.mvp.sos.ga.gov to check your voter 
registration. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 11 - 2 PM 
FEATURING: 
TRINITY TRIO 

AND MURKENSON FAMILY 

BBEENNEEFFIITT  SSIINNGGIINNGG  
FFOORR  CCAANNCCEERR  PPAATTIIEENNTT

CCRREEEEKKSSIIDDEE  
BBAAPPTTIISSTT  CCHHUURRCCHH

Please come and support the cause!!

1589 Stovall Road 
LaGrange, GA

HARVEST TIME MINISTRIES
Ministry Special Offer: King James Version Bible 

with Name Imprinted  and Bible Cover  
for a donation of $50 or more to our ministry... 

We will put you on our mailing list. 

Call Ginny (770) 696-7548 for more information

Things to Do In and Around Talbot County

Letter to the Editor

Class of ‘68 to Meet 
Ruth Carter High,   Class of 

68 will again meet, greet, and 
eat at ED's Southern Cooking, 
Milgen Plaza, Columbus, GA on 
Saturday, October 18th, 4-6pm. 
Please make plans to show and 
tell any classmates you know for 
this get- together. For further info 
and details, contact Pres Hall, 
706 573 6858 or Charlie Mae 
Whitehead,  706 329 5468. 
Thanks, God bless! 

 
Homecoming 

On October 12 Matthews 
Chapel will celebrate their 193rd 
Homecoming.  The church was 
established in 1832, and the 
present building was built in 
1874.  The inside of the church 
remains just as it was in 1874 
except that electricity has been 
added and propane is used for 
heating.  Services have contin-
ued on the second Sunday of 
every month.  The Homecoming 
service will begin at 11:00 a.m.  
Turkey Creek Gospel group will 

provide the special music.   
Pastor Hank Reeves will bring 
the message.  Rev. Reeves is 
retired from Glen Anthony 
Baptist Church, Columbus, GA.  
Matthews Chapel is located 
about six (6) miles from Waverly 
Hall, GA.  The address is  4754 
Hwy 36 W, Woodland, GA 
31836.  There will be a meal pro-
vided on the grounds beside the 
church.  Everyone is invited to 
attend and worship, and enjoy 
a meal.   Come and sit on the 
same wooden pews that our 
ancestors sat on.   Afterwards 
you are encouraged to visit the 
cemetery and read some of the 
history engraved on the tomb-
stones.  We hope to see you! 

 
Alumni Meeting 

The Talbot County Alumni 
will hold its monthly committee 
meeting on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 
2 p.m. at New Salem Baptist 
Church located at 20260 
Geneva Highway in Talbotton. If 
you have any questions, com-

ments or concerns please feel 
free to contact me at 706-315-
4143. Invite a classmate, family 
member, or friend. Remember 
our motto is Giving 
Back…Touching Lives…Making 
A Difference. 

 
Intimate Afternoon 

The public is invited to par-
ticipate in an “intimate afternoon” 
at the historic 1848 Zion 
Episcopal Church in Talbotton.  
The event will be held Saturday, 
October 25, from 2 to 5 p.m.  
Featured will be Jontavious 
Willis, and the opening act will 
be Lylie Mae Love.  Limited seat-
ing is available, so get your tick-
ets early!  Tickets are $30 and 
are available from 
getlocaltix.com 

 
Women’s Day 

Open Door Ministry, 4768 
Hwy 208W, Waverly Hall, GA. 
Women's Day - Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month Celebration, 
Sunday,  October 12th at 2:30 
pm. Pastor Leonard and  church 
family cordially invite all to come 
and help celebrate this special  
event. Guest Speaker - Pastor 
Faye Watson  Thanks! To God 
Be The Glory! 

 
Talbot 4-H Events 

Talbot County 4-H has some 
special events planned for the 
month of October. On 
Wednesday, Oct. 22 everyone 
is invited to join Talbot County 
4-H for a fun and spooky 
Experiments Day. There will be 
music, games, food and lots of 
hands-on-fun. The event will 
begin at 4 p.m. at the Talbot 
County Extension Office locat-
ed at 401 Washington, Avenue 
in Talbotton. Also, Talbot 4-H will 
hold a pumpkin decorating con-
test with all entries due on Oct. 
30 by 5 p.m. All entries must be 
by residents of the county or 
attend school in the county. A 
photo of the person entering the 
contest, name, age, grade and 
phone number must accompa-
ny entry. Only one entry per stu-
dent allowed. Prizes will be 
awarded for first, second and 
third place for entries by grade 
level to include: kindergarten 
through first grade, second 
through fourth grades, fifth 
through sixth grades, seventh 
through eighth grades and ninth 
through 12 grades. There will be 
two pumpkin catergories. The 
first category is for a carved 
pumpkin. The pumpkin must 
have been cut for this category. 
The second category is for dec-
orated pumpkins. The pumpkin 
must be decorated and not cut. 

 
Gospel Singing 

New Providence Baptist 
Church in Buena Vista invites 

you to start the new year right 
with a night of worship with the 
community!  They invite you to 
their Congregational Hymn 
Singing on Sunday, Jan. 1, 2026, 
beginning at 6 p.m.  The singing 
will be led by Silas Fuller.  New 
Providence Baptist Church is 
located at 197 Providence 
Church Road in Buena Vista. 

 
Halloween Event 

You are invited to the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Columbus's third annual Trunk 
or Treat on Oct. 29 from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Free candy from the 
trunks. Hot dog meals will be 
available for purchase.  We are 
located at 8827 Heiferhorn Way, 
Columbus, GA 31904.  

 
4-H Pecan Sales 

Talbot County 4-H is selling 
a pound bag of shelled pecan 
halves for a minimum donation 
of $13 per bag. The pecans will 
be delivered from South Georgia 
before Thanksgiving. Visit the 
Talbot County Extension Office 
located at 401 S. Washington 
Avenue in Talbotton to make a 
purchase and help Talbot 4-
H’ers. Please make checks 
payable to the Talbot County 
Extension/4-H or cash will be 
acceptable. For more informa-
tion contact Talbot County 4-H 
by calling (706) 665-3230. Sale 
end on Oct. 27. 

 
New Life Services 

New Life Community Church 
invites everyone to fellowship 
with the church family on the sec-
ond and fourth Sundays of each 
month. The church is located at 
9108 GA HWY 85 in Waverly Hall 
at the City Hall building.  Rev. 
Desmond Thornton and associ-
ate pastor Rev. Solomon Terry 

presiding. 
 

Church Pickup 
Friendship Baptist Church 

located in Woodland is offering 
a Transportation Ministry free to 
any person who would like to 
attend the church. The trans-
portation service will be available 
every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. For more information please 
contact Clarence Leonard at 
706-427-3443 or Scott Hope at 
706-573-8231. A mask is avised 
and social distancing is required. 

 
Free Produce 

Geneva Baptist Church will 
be giving  away  free produce to 
eveyone every Thursday at  9:30 
a. m. Produce will be given away 
while supplies last from FTV 
Food Bank. 

 
Let Us Help You 

Christ the King’s Outreach 
Ministry welcomes Harris and 
Talbot County residents in need 
of short-term assistance with gro-
ceries, utility bills and rental pay-
ments and do what the church 
can to help. Christ the King’s 
Outreach Ministry office is open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Appointments can be made by 
calling the Ministry at (706) 663-
0090. 

 
Clothing Center 

New Beginnings Outreach 
Ministry of Woodland has a spe-
cial clothing center. All items are 
from community donations. We 
also have household items, baby 
accessories and furniture. 
EVERYTHING IS FREE. For 
more information contact Bro. 
Richard Crawl at 706-977-5469 
or Pastor Searcy at 706-601-
6776. 

 
Free to Needy 

 Pastor William Searcy of The 
New Beginnings Church of 
Woodland announces that their 
Outreach Ministry’s Center will 
be open two days a week from 
nine to five on Monday and 
Friday. This will be the last week.  
EVERYTHING IS FREE. They 
have clothing, miscellaneous 
items, including furniture.  
Remember, this is FREE to the 
public.  Call 706-601-6776. 
 
Change of Service 

Valley Grove Baptist Church, 
Manchester (Tax), will have serv-
ices on Sunday morning at 9:30 
a.m. until further notice.  

 
Help for Elderly 

The River Valley Regional 
Commission Area Agency on 
Aging is ready to help senior cit-
izens. If any senior citizen in the 
Talbot County Region has prob-
lems or needs help with utility 
bills or more, please call 
Woodland Mayor and Board 
Member of River Valley Regional 
at 706-256-2900 or 706-256-
2928 or Katie Howard at 706-
256-2910. 

 
Food Talk Series 

UGA Expanded Food and 
Nutrition Education Program is 
offering free virtual and in-per-
son classes with a series of ses-
sions featuring meals in minutes 
called “Food Talk.” If you are inter-
ested or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact Erica 
Chaney at 706-665-2397 or 
Erica.Chaney@uga.edu. You 
can also visit the Talbot County 
Extension Office at 401 S. 
Washington Ave. in Talbotton. 

Send items to starmer-
curyjohn@gmail.com. 

Dear Editor, 
I am writing to express serious concerns 

regarding the safety practices of Talbot 
County's after-school program. Specifically, 
I am alarmed by the way the transportation 
system is being mismanaged, putting our chil-
dren at risk. 

Currently, school buses and drivers are 
funded for two hours to transport students 
home after participating in the program. 
However, rather than using these resources 
to make sure children are returned safely to 
their homes, the program has implemented 
a drop-off system that is both neglectful and 
dangerous. 

Instead of delivering children directly to 
their homes, the program has designated var-
ious unsupervised and inappropriate loca-
tions as drop-off points. These include church-
es, fire stations, gas stations, and in some 
cases, vague “general areas.” This system 
has the potential to expose children to harm, 
especially as many of these locations are nei-
ther staffed nor equipped to supervise them. 
Furthermore, these sites may now face unin-
tended liability issues for being used in this 
manner without proper authorization or safe-
ty protocols. 

For example, one designated drop-off site 
is St. Mark's Church. This church is no longer 
operational and is located along the busy 
Highway 315 East in Talbotton, GA. Children 
dropped off here must cross Highway 315, 
walk approximately half a mile along this 

high-traffic road, and then continue another 
half mile down an isolated and deserted road 
plus an additional half mile to reach home. 
That’s a total of 1.5 miles—a dangerous and 
unacceptable distance for a child to travel 
alone after school. 

I am including the list of after-school drop-
off points as provided by Ms. Daniels, along 
with photographic documentation to show 
the hazardous conditions at some of these 
sites: 

• Figure 1: Drop site for St. Mark Church   
• Figure 2: View of Highway 315 leaving 

St. Mark  
• Figure 3: O’Neal Volunteer Fire 

Department on Highway 315  
• Figure 4: Driveway at O’Neal showing 

the intersection of O’Neal Road and Highway 
208  

This situation is not just inconvenient—
it is dangerous. We entrust our school sys-
tem to educate and protect our children, not 
to abandon them miles from home with the 
expectation that parents will somehow 
retrieve them. The current policy is unac-
ceptable and demands immediate attention 
and correction. 

Our children deserve better. I urge school 
administrators, transportation coordinators, 
and county officials to reconsider and revise 
this drop-off strategy before tragedy strikes. 

 
Respectfully, 
Carolyn Dewberry Parker

Concerned About Safety Practices of After-School

AARP Driver Safety Class at New Salem
Submitted to NEW ERA 

 
Everyone is invited to 

attend an AARP Driver 
Safety Class at New Salem 
Baptist Church located at 
2060 Geneva Highway in 
Talbotton. 

The six-hour class will be 
held in two sessions of three 

hours each on Thursday, Oct. 
9 at 1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. and 
Friday, Oct. 10 from 1 p.m. 
until 4 :30 p.m.  You must 
attend both sessions to 
receive a certificate. 

The classes are open to 
everyone 25 years old or 
older. 

Onsite registrations will 

be accepted, so walk-ins are 
welcome. Come and bring a 
friend! There is plenty of free 
parking onsite.  

Call or text 
Instructor, Marjorie Howard, 
at 706 239-8764 to register. 
You can also send an email 
t o :
mhoward.talbot@gmail.com.

Central Hawks Fell to Chattahoochee, 55-6
By JOHN KUYKENDALL 

 
The Central High Hawks 

fell to 0-5 on the season and 
0-2 in region play after falling 
to the Chattahoochee County 
High Panthers on the road 
this past Friday night by a 
score of 55-6. 

The Panthers used the 
speed and experience of jun-
ior running back Khalib 
Fleming and sophomore 
Denane Lloyd often in the 
contest. Fleming finished the 
game with 108 rushing and 
Lloyd had 95 yards on the 
night. 

The Panthers scored 22 
points in the first quarter and 

led by a score of 28-0 at the 
end of the first half. 

The Hawks got on the 
scoreboard in the third quar-
ter to cut the Panther lead to 
28-6 but the Chattahoochee 
offense was relentless and 
scored to end the third quar-
ter leading by a score of 34-
6. 

It was all Panthers in the 
fourth quarter as the team 
went on to win the game by 
a score of 55-6. 

Two Central running 
backs had a good outing 
against the Panthers. Junior 
Derrius Mahone and Tobias 
Steverson both had a good 
night running the football. 

This Friday night the 
Hawks will travel to Butler 
to play the Taylor County 
High Vikings. Kickoff is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 

The Vikings are coming 
off a 36-23 victory over the 
Schley County High Wildcats 
and are 4-2 overall and 2-0 in 
region play. 

The challenge for the 
Hawks in the game against 
the Vikings is to slow the 
game down and keep the high-
powered Taylor County High 
offense off the field as much 
as possible. The Vikings have 
averaged scoring 33.3 points 
per game against opponents 
this season. 



bility. Show us that our true 
security is not in interest 
rates or physical policies. 
[Lord please]Restore hope to 
families that are feeling the 
crushing weight of expens-
es. Lord, we also lift up our 
leaders who seem to be par-
alyzed by their own division. 
Congress fails to fund, politi-
cians pushing their own 
agendas while ordinary peo-
ple are paying the price.  
Break through the hardness 
of hearts, humble them to 
recognize that it is their duty 
to serve the people You have 
placed under their authori-
ty and care. And more than 

that, call them Lord to serve 
You above all else that their 
decisions might flow from 
faith in You. Let the shut-
down and economy strain 
remind us that earthly sys-
tems cannot sustain us but 
that we are sustained only 
by Your grace. Keep us hum-
ble, teach us to love You and 
in lean time and in time of 
abundant. Let this word 
[prayer] be true for America. 
‘The Lord Our God Is One!” 
In the name of Jesus, we 
pray! Amen! Amen!”  

Howbeit, yes again,  we 
are in troubled times in this 
sin sick world but yet still, 
there is God’s Word for such 
a time as this found in 
Chronicle 7: 14. “If my peo-
ple, would humble them-
selves and pray… and turn 
from our sinful ways, then 
will I hear from Heaven and 
I will heal the land [nation].” 
Fervent prayer is the ulti-
mate source to sustain us and 
make the necessary differ-
ence that we cannot make! 
Praise God!!
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Greetings and blessings! 
Unfortunately, America, our 
nation is paralyzed once 
again since in 2018 for an his-
torical 35 days under the 
same now Trump 
Administration. Yes, simply 
because of cowardly, simple 
selfish childlike people in 
Congress. In fact, they all lit-
erally get their paychecks 
while the people they repre-
sent sadly goes without. So 
I’m petitioning you to join 
me daily in this spot on 
“prayer to the nation” from 
Bible Broadcasting Network 
(BBN). “Heavenly Father, 
You are the one true Lord and 
You alone are worthy of all 
our devotion. We confess that 
as a people, we have loved 
many things other than You. 
We love our comfort, we love 
our possessions and we love 
doing things our own way. 
Yet, Your command remains, 
to love You with all our soul, 
with all our mite. Lord, write 
this command on our hearts. 
Today we lift up our nation 
and those who’s going 

through the government 
shutdown. We think of our 
senior citizens and those 
most vulnerable who 
depends on offices and serv-
ices that have gone silent. 
Provide for them O Lord and 
remind them that You are a 
Father in times of refuge and 
that You do not forget His 
children. We remember our 
military men and women, 
those who are serving this 
great nation at great cost. So 
many are missing their pay-
check and losing their bene-
fits because of the [senseless 
uncalled for] shutdown. Lord 
they bear the burden of pro-
tecting our freedom and now 
they have to worry about 
their own families, surround 
them with peace and honor 
their service with provision 
and turn their hearts to see 
that every good gifts comes 
from Your hands. We pray for 
our economy under the pres-
sure of rising cost and 
strange housing mortgage as 
mortgage rates climb and 
families struggles to find sta-

* Prayer For Our Nation’s Government Shutdown*

 
Pres 
Hall 
 
Columnist

You may contact The Talbotton New Era by calling (706) 
846-3188 or emailing starmercurynews@gmail.com

Not only do the wheels of 
justice seem to turn very 
slowly, sometimes they 
appear to go terribly side-
ways. 

No profession, white col-
lar or blue collar, is exempt 
from attracting sexual pred-
ators preying upon our most 
innocent victims – our chil-
dren. There are even preach-
ers who succumb to such 
temptation. 

Here is a case in point. 
Robert Morris was a high-

ly respected preacher and 
evangelist. He founded the 
Gateway Church, a huge 
megachurch in Southlake, 
Texas. Married with children, 
Morris was also an author and 
radio program host. He was 
the epitome of a trustworthy 
person -- a person the aver-
age family could trust their 
children to be around – and 
they did. 

Years later it surfaced 
that in 1982 Morris began sex-
ually abusing a 12-year old 
girl – the daughter of people 
who trusted him and allowed 
him to stay with them while 
traveling and preaching. With 
Morris warning her about 
telling anyone, the sexual 
abuse of this child continued 
for over four years. During 
those years the victim, too 
scared to tell anyone, kept this 

horrible secret as the sexual 
abuse continued, and intensi-
fied, until she finally told her 
father. 

We cannot imagine the 
mental and physical torment 
the victim suffered as a result 
of this. We also cannot imag-
ine the guilt suffered by the 
parents who trusted Morris, 
and the anger they felt at the 
betrayal. We do know the vic-
tim had to seek professional 
help, and can only guess how 
hard it must have been for her 
to trust anyone else. 

That is not the end of the 
story. 

As an adult, the victim 
sought legal redress and resti-
tution. Attorneys for Morris 
offered relatively small 
amounts of money but only if 
the victim would sign a non-
disclosure agreement which 
would have served to protect 
Morris’s reputation, which 
could provide him an oppor-
tunity to prey on other girls. 
The victim refused and the 
sexual abuse charges went 
public and to court. 

Prior to the sexual abuse 
charges going public, Morris 
had left Gateway Church and 
assumed a position with a 
megachurch in Alabama, 
from which he quickly 
resigned as the allegations 
surfaced. 

 
FAST forward and the 

case was prosecuted in 
Oklahoma with Attorney 
General Gentner Drummond 
being quoted as saying, 
“There can be no tolerance 
for those who sexually prey 
on children. This case is all 
the more despicable because 
the perpetrator was a pastor 
who exploited his position of 
trust and authority. The vic-
tim in this case has waited far 
too many years for this day.” 

Based on those words one 
would expect the full weight 
of the law to come crashing 
down on Morris – except that 
it didn’t. 

Instead, according to 
news reports last week, a plea 
deal was made in which 
Morris, now 64, was sen-
tenced to 10 years in jail but 
will only spend a paltry six 
months in the county jail, be 
required to register as a sex 

offender, pay court costs and 
restitution to the victim. 

Is this justice? 
The sexual predator 

spends a whopping six months 
in the county jail while the vic-
tim is scarred for life though 
apparently she was satisfied 
that Morris was convicted. We 
can only imagine the anguish 
she suffered when recount-
ing the years of sexual abuse. 

There is definitely some-
thing wrong with this picture. 

 
WE might imagine that in 

years past sexual predators 
caught abusing children were 
dealt with quickly and harsh-
ly. Likely in such a manner 
there would be no chance of 
the perpetrator sexually abus-
ing another child. But today 
we are more civilized, or are 
we? 

Perhaps in becoming 
more civilized, we have pam-
pered the sexual predator 
while failing to account for 
the lifelong damage to the vic-
tim. 

When the courts fail to 
truly punish those who com-
mit such vile acts, it embold-
ens others to follow suit. 

That’s my opinion. 
 
Andy Kober can be 

reached by email at 
andykober@hotmail.com

 
Andy 
Kober 
 
Columnist

Why Was a Plea Deal Offered?

Have a Heart, and 
Have My Wallet, Too

I thought I had said all 
there was to say about my 
recent fun and frolic with a 
heart attack, but a conversa-
tion with a good friend last 
weekend reminded me of one 
very important aspect of the 
issue I had not addressed: 

The cost of it all. 
Now unless you have lived 

under a rock for the past few 
decades (or you’re one of 
those who doesn’t believe 
things you see and hear and 
read), you know that medical 
care is, to put it mildly, not 
cheap.  A recent study showed 
that the number one reason 
people file for personal bank-
ruptcy in the United States is 
outstanding medical bills, 
some so high that even if the 
patient paid every cent they 
made for the rest of their 
lives, they wouldn’t make a 
dent in the overall amount 
owed. 

It would be easy - very 
easy - to go political right now 
and point a finger of blame at 
one party or another and say, 
“J’accuse!”  (Don’t get the ref-
erence?  Look it up.  I quit 
being a teacher in 2016.)  But 
I am not going to do that.  I’ve 
made it a policy over the years 
in this column to avoid poli-
tics by any means necessary 
wherever possible, and I see 
no need to break that policy 
just to talk about the cost of 
health care.  I have friends on 
both sides of the political aisle 
and I intend to keep it that 
way. 

So I will address the issue 
of health care costs by look-
ing at my own latest 
encounter with doctors and 
hospitals, and in the process 
share what I think is another 
very good thing I have going 
for me. 

For those who came in 
late, I ran a series of five 
weekly columns describing 
what happened after I had a 
rather serious heart attack on 
the morning of July 31.  I did 
touch on costs briefly during 
the final column, where the 
price of the medications I 
have to take was, to say the 
least, breathtaking.  And since 
I didn’t have much breath to 
spare at that time, I walked 
away looking for generic 
answers. 

That brings me to today. 
I was going over the bills 

from both WellStar West 
Georgia Medical Center, 
where I spent just over one 
day, and WellStar Kennestone 
Hospital in Marietta, where I 
was a guest in the cardiac 
intensive care unit for a little 
under a week.  That seven-
day “vacation” was, without 
a doubt, the most expensive 
thing I’ve ever done in life. 

I thought buying a house 
or a car, or going on a cruise, 
was expensive.  Rest assured 
they are, but compared to a 
week in the cardiac care unit 
of any hospital, those items 

are peanuts. 
The total cost for a week 

(or just over) in cardiac ICU 
at two hospitals was just 
under (drumroll please) ... 

$400,000.00 
Yes, you read that right.  

Four hundred thousand 
smackers just to get my tick-
er right and let it keep tick-
ing.  That’s with the under-
standing, by the way, that at 
some point in the not-too-dis-
tant future, Dr. Rajeev is 
going to have to go back in 
there and put stents in two 
more arteries which are 
between 60% and 70% 
blocked.  He wants to watch 
them for a while first.  So 
there will be some more costs 
involved. 

Now before you read any 
further, please understand 
that I am in no way, shape or 
form asking anyone for 
money.  The bill was four hun-
dred grand; fortunately, I 
have insurance.  Medicare 
stepped in and paid all but 
$2,070.00 of it.  The hospital 
agreed to me paying $100 a 
month until it’s all taken care 
of.   

Medicare is the “very 
good thing I have going for 
me” I mentioned earlier.  
Back in April, when I fell at 
the Renaissance Festival and 
broke my left arm in two 
places (well, stay out of those 
places!), I found out just how 
good Medicare can be, since 
I don’t owe the Hughston 
Clinic anything today. 

I read a lot of horror sto-
ries about how Medicare 
doesn’t pay claims, doesn’t do 
things in a timely manner, and 
so on.  To that I say, poppy-
cock. 

In my (admittedly limit-
ed) experience, Medicare has 
been a godsend.  I hit my annu-
al out-of-pocket limit with the 
hospital stay, and the year 
isn’t over yet, so any further 
things related to the heart - 
or any other issues - are going 
to be paid at a 100% rate by 
the insurance. 

True, Medicare does not 
pay the cost charged by the 
provider; but then, nobody 
really does.  There’s a trade-
off at some point that allows 
insurance companies such as 
Medicare to pay a percentage 
of the bill and the provider 
basically writes off the rest.  
So I got very lucky yet again. 

Why is health care so 
expensive?  Alas, I’ll have to 
write a different column 
about that.  Stay tuned.

 
Jack 
Bagley 
 
Musings of 
An Aging 
Mind

Georgia Home of Prolific Serial Killer
The State of Georgia has 

seen a number of serial killers 
over the years and some will 
never be forgotten like 
Wayne Williams in Atlanta, 
the Stocking Strangler in 
Columbus and others who will 
never be forgotten. However, 
there was one serial killer 
who was actually from 
Georgia who is believed to 
have claimed the most vic-
tims of any other serial killer 
in the United States. 

Reynolds, a quiet and 
quaint rural town just hap-
pens to be the home of what 
the FBI believes to be the man 
with the highest number of 
murders. 

Samuel Little was born in 
Reynolds in 1940. According 
to court records and Georgia 
history books, Little’s moth-
er was a prostitute who aban-
doned him. Authorities even 
believe his mother may have 
given birth to Little when she 
was in jail. 

Not long after Little was 
born, his family moved to 
Ohio. There, Little was main-
ly raised by his grandmoth-
er. 

Little told authorities he 
began to think about killing 
women when he was in 
kindergarten and as a teenag-
er he collected crime maga-
zines, especially magazines 
that depicted the strangula-

tion of women. 
You check all this out on 

the Internet, it’s all there. 
Little moved around the 

United States when he got 
older and was jailed many 
times. The first time he had 
law troubles was as a teenag-
er and that trend continued 
throughout his life as an adult. 
At the age of 35, Little had 
been arrested 26 times. 

Little was charged with 
his first murder in 1982 in 
Mississippi of a 22 year-old 
woman but a grand jury 
decided not to indict him on 
the charge. However, Little 
was extradited to Florida and 
tried for the murder of anoth-
er woman, but was also 
acquitted of the charge due 
to jurors not believing or not 
trusting witness testimonies. 

He was then off to 
California where he was 
arrested for beating and 
strangling two women. After 
serving two and a half years 
for those crimes, he was 
released, moved to Los 
Angeles where he murdered 
10 women. 

His story goes on and on. 
Eventually, Little confessed 
to 93 murders. However, law 
enforcement only connected 
him to 60 murders. However, 
he was only ever charged 
with and convicted of eight 
murders. 

I’m not sure any person 
in his or her right mind could 
sleep at night knowing all 
those deaths were on their 
hands. 

For years, the argument 
has continued of whether 
serial killers are a product of 
their environment of if they 
are simply born as killers. I’m 
not sure there is a way to 
make determination or if its 
a combination of the two and 
even possibly other reasons. 

However, experts do 
believe there are contribut-
ing factors, according to 
some criminologists, such as 
child abuse. According to one 
study, the most common fac-
tor is child abuse it’s in the 
background of almost all seri-
al killers. 

You may wonder how a 
person can get by with so 
many murders before being 
caught. That is a good ques-
tion but not one that can be 
answered easily. 

In most cases, the serial 
killer will make a mistake. 

Also, it takes a great deal of 
work and profiling by law 
enforcement to put together 
a profile that might lead to 
the arrest of the killer, and 
law enforcement has to have 
enough evidence to make a 
case. So, there are many rea-
sons. 

Profiling is on of the most 
common procedures used by 
law enforcement in most seri-
al killer investigations. A 
trained profiler will analyze 
evidence, look at the crime 
scene to determine actions 
taken by the killer, use the 
victim’s background to shed 
light into the killer’s motiva-
tion and other things and 
much more. Does profiling 
work? According to what I’ve 
researched, profiles are use-
ful in solving a case between 
50 and 85% of the time. 

All that data, studies and 
criminology is great, but I 
believe a serial killer just 
likes the thrill of the kill. 

I once sat on the jury of 
a murder trial. The question 
was proposed to the defen-
dant in the case, if he had the 
opportunity to kill again if he 
would. He didn’t hesitate to 
answer and his reply to the 
officer who asked the ques-
tion during his interrogation 
was, “Yes I would, it’s was 
better than sex.” 

Enough said, I believe.

 
John 
Kuykendall 
 
Publisher & 
Editor
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NEW ERA PUBLIC NOTICES
HOW TO PLACE A LEGAL NOTICE 

EMAIL: starmercurylegals@gmail.comnFor information reguarding legal 
notices you may call 706-846-3188 or use the email address above.

DEADLINES FOR LEGAL NOTICES 
Noon on Friday prior to run date. If legal notice is past deadline a late fee 

will be charged. First affidavit is at no cost. There is a charge for each 
additonal affidavit.

COSTS FOR LEGAL NOTICES 
$10 per 100 words times weeks published. A typing fee will be charged for 

legals not on a Word document or in regular email body copy. 
Cost depends on words in legal notice.

Debtors & Creditors Notice 

25-093  

NOTICE TO  

DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 

GEORGIA, TALBOT COUNTY 

All creditors of the Estate of Phillip 

Wayne Drummond late of Talbot County, 

Georgia, are hereby notified to render 

in their demands to the undersigned 

according to law, and all persons indebt-

ed to said estate are required to make 

immediate payment to me. 

This 17th day of September, 2025. 

Linda B. Drummond 

Executor of the Estate of 

Phillip Wayne Drummond 

Deceased 

Gary Ellis Byrd, LLC 

Attorney at Law 

P. O. Box 119 

Hamilton, GA 31811 

(10:2, 9, 16, 23) 

Probate Notices 

25-095 

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF  

TALBOT COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 

MELDA WHITTLE BLACKMAR. 

DECEASED  

ESTATE NUMBER: 2025-P-42 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 

YEAR?S SUPPORT 

The petition of THOMAS KNOX K. 

BLACKMAR, for a year?s support from 

the estate of MELDA WHITTLE 

BLACKMAR deceased, for decedent?s 

(surviving spouse)(and)(minor 

child(ren)), having been duly filed, all 

interested persons are hereby notified 

to show cause, if any they have, on or 

before OCTOBER 27, 2025 why said 

petition should not be granted. All objec-

tions to the petition must be in writing, 

setting forth the grounds of any such 

objections, and must be filed on or 

before the time stated in the preceding 

sentence. All objections should be sworn 

to before a notary public or before a 

probate court clerk, and filing fees must 

be tendered with your objections, unless 

you qualify to file as an indigent party. 

Contact probate court personnel for the 

required amount of filing fees. If any 

objections are filed, a hearing will be 

(scheduled at a later date). If no objec-

tions are filed the petition may be grant-

ed without a hearing. 

SHATARA POWELL 

Judge of the Probate Court 

BY: NI?LEJA WILLIAMS 

Dep. Clerk of the Probate Court 

PO BOX 157 

TALBOTTON, GA 31827 

706-665-8866 

(10:9, 16, 23, 30) 

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE - AVON. Call Ginny 
770-696-7548 or visit 
www.youravon.com/ginnynash  
RTFN 
 
HAY FOR Sale; square bales 
and round rolls.  Track hoe & 
track loader work: clearing, grad-
ing, driveways, pads, lake 
repairs, food plots.  Call Jeff at 
706-812-6906.                  RTFN

HELP WANTED 
Full and Part Time

STRINGERS NEEDED - This 
newspaper is seeking individu-
als who can cover meetings, 
and/or sporting events and more. 
Excellent opportunity for high 
school student. For more infor-
mation about e-mail to starmer-
curyjohn@gmail.com.       RTFN 
 
NEEDED:  TRUSTWORTHY 
individual to help with collections 
and weekly drop route.  Call 706-
846-3188.                        RTFN 

and a phone call could help you turn 
your unwanted items into CASH!!

Classifieds have a little of everything from homes and 
land to cars, garage sales, pets and more. 

Buy, sell or trade with the classifieds.

Classifieds are $12 for the first 25 words and .25 cents for each addtional word. The 
advertisement will appear in The Manchester Star-Mercury/Meriwether Vindicator, 
The Harris County Journal, and The Talbotton New Era, covering four counties.  Please 
do not send in classifieds more than a week before the time you want the ad to run.  
We are not responsible for missed ads if sent in too early. starmercurynews@gmail.com 

You can reach 28,800 readers weekly when you 
advertise in this Features and Classifieds page.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE is 
 NOON MONDAY. 

To place a classified advertisement simply 
call: 706-846-3188 or e-mail 

starmercurynews@gmail.com

$$ 1 2 .1 2 . 0 00 0

Orionids Meteors Being Spotted

and about eight times the 
size. Researchers suggest it 
is near or possibly slightly 
beyond the end of core hydro-
gen fusion. It is producing 
about 28,000 times the light 
from our Sun, which has a 
blue-white hue. 

Epsilon Persei is part of 
the Perseus constellation, 
which was identified by sec-
ond century astronomy 
Ptolemy, and named Perseus 
for the Greek mythological 
hero. 

Due to its distance from 
Earth, not much more is 
known at Epsilon Persei. 

 
THE SOUTHERN 

Taurids Meteor Shower has 
started but the meteors are 
rarely seen from the 
Northern Hemisphere. 

The Orionids Meteor 
Shower will be starting 
Thursday, Oct. 2, with peak 

By ANDY KOBER 
 
For early risers, the dark 

sky has been incredible. 
About 6 am, the planet 

Jupiter is easily seen. Look 
along a heading of about 132 
degrees, or southeast and 
about 64 degrees above the 
horizon. 

Venus is also visible. Look 
along a heading of about 110 
degrees, or just south of east 
and just above the horizon. 

Finally, according to our 
favorite backyard 
astronomer, Ms. Lynn, 
Uranus is located along a 
heading of about 224 degrees, 
or southwest, and about 75 
degrees above the horizon. 
Uranus is on the edge of being 
seen with the unaided eye but 
conditions have to be nearly 
perfect with no light pollu-
tion, a very dark night, and 
very good night vision. Ms 
Lynn’s favorite planet is 
Uranus. 

A host of stars are visi-
ble about 9:30 pm on a clear 
night and among them is 
Epsilon Persei. 

To find Epsilon Persei, 
look along a heading of about 
70 degrees or east-northeast, 
and about 38 degrees above 
the horizon and there is 
Epsilon Persei. 

What we see and identi-
fy as Epsilon Persei is actu-
ally a binary star. This that 
from our point of view with 
two stars appearing as one. 
The dominant star, Epsilon 
Persei, is about 640 light-
years from Earth. There is 
some conjecture that Epsilon 
Persei is a triple-star system, 
but that debate is ongoing. 
Nothing is known about the 
companion star, or stars. 

Epsilon Persei is a mas-
sive star estimated at 12 to 
16 times the mass of our Sun 

By ANDY KOBER 
 
Here is what happened this week in 

American History. 
 
• Oct. 9. On this day in 1635, America is 

but a colony when Roger Williams is ban-
ished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
Williams was a vocal advocate for the sepa-
ration of church and state, religious liberty 
and fair treatment of Native Americans. The 
Massachusetts Bay Colony was strictly 
Puritan. Williams had been a Puritan minis-
ter but would later become Baptist and still 
later did not identify with any specific church. 
When banishing Williams, the Puritans 
accused him of sedition and heresy, but he 
would go on to found Providence Plantations 
which became Rhode Island. 

 
• Oct. 10. In 1973, Vice President Spiro 

Agnew resigns from office after being 
charged with federal income tax evasion. 
Former Governor of Maryland, Agnew had 
been elected to the Vice President position 
in 1969. After resigning from office, Agnew 
kept a low profile and died from undiagnosed 
leukemia in 1996 at the age of 77. 

 
• Oct. 11. Today in 1985, Michelle 

Trachtenberg is born in New York City. When 
only three years old she stars in a television 
commercial which launches an acting career. 
She would be featured in a number of roles, 
most notably on the television series Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer. She died in 2025 at the 
age of 39, after undergoing a liver transplant.  

 
• Oct. 12. In 1918, sparks from a train 

amid very dry conditions ignites a fire in 
Carlton County, Minnesota. The fire will burn 

about 250,000 acres, devastating much of 
western Carlton County most notably Moose 
Lake, Cloquet, and Kettle River. The fire will 
be responsible for the deaths of 453 people 
with about 52,000 more suffering various 
injuries. 

 
• Oct. 13. Today in 1892, astronomer 

Edward Emerson Barnard becomes the first 
person to discover a comet by photographic 
means. That comet was subsequently “lost” 
until 2008 when it was spotted again. The 
comet bears the name Comet Barnard 3. 

 
• Oct. 14. On this day in 1953, actor Greg 

Evigan is born in South Amboy, New Jersey. 
At an early age, Evigan began playing the 
piano, organ and saxophone and performed 
in various small rock bands. His first acting 
roles were in productions of Jesus Christ 
Superstar in 1971. Evigan still enjoys a suc-
cessful career and is remembered by many 
as B.J. McKay in the television series B.J. 
and the Bear. 

 
• Oct. 15. In 1950, the Korean War Battle 

for Pyongyang begins. Republic of Korea 
(ROK) forces along with UN and US forces 
have not only driven the disorganized rem-
nants of the North Korean military back north 
of the 38th Parallel, they are rapidly approach-
ing Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea. 
The US had apparently received warnings 
that China would enter the war if US forces 
crossed the 38th Parallel. UN Commander 
Gen. Douglas McArthur had demanded the 
unconditional surrender of North Korea, but 
no such surrender was forthcoming. As a 
result, four ROK Divisions along with US and 
British units of the I Corps are racing to be 
the first to reach Pyongyang.

1953 - Actor Greg Evigan is Born

File Photo in Public Domain 
TRUCK DRIVER AND CHIMPANZEE - Greg Evigan is born this week in 1953. A tal-
ented musician and actor, one of his notable roles was in the television series B.J. and 
the Bear with the two always helping attractive young women.

activity during the overnight 
hours of Oct. 20-21. At peak 
activity the Orionids shower 
typically produces 10 to 20 
meteor an hour though some 
years it is considerably more. 
The best time to view he 
Orionids will be just before 
dawn and the waning cres-
cent moon should not inter-
fere with viewing. 

 
KEEP YOUR eyes on the 

sky for passing fireballs. 
Meteors can flash across 

the sky anytime and extraor-
dinarily bright meteors are 
often referred to as fireballs 
--- and they are spotted quite 
often. 

On Saturday, Sept. 27, 
five people in Georgia an 
Tennessee reported seeing a 
fireball. 

The fireball was first 
reported at 8 pm by a sky-
watcher in Marietta, GA. The 
fireball was seen as far north 
and west as Taft, TN; as far 
east as Sandy Springs, GA; 
and as far south as Camilla, 
GA. The fireball appeared to 
be moving from northwest to 
southeast. 

Anyone seeing a fireball 
is urged to report the sight-
ing to 
https://amsmeteors.org 

Going outside and look-
ing at the sky, especially the 
night sky, can be fun and edu-
cational for the entire fami-
ly. 

There are a number of 
free apps available to help 
identify stars and constella-
tions, and some of the apps 
will show satellites. 
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WE ARE PAYING

$10.00
CASH FOR

JUNK BATTERIES

BRING THEM IN TODAY!

DAVIS & SON
R E C Y C L I N G

Earl T.
706-575-9505

8734 US 27 • Hamilton, GA
Earl Jr.

706-566-4715

We Pay Top $$$ For
Old Junk Cars!

WE ARE PAYING

$10.00
CASH FOR JUNK BATTERIES

LIMIT ONE
AFTER ONE, WE PAY
22¢ PER POUND

SCOTT’S
building & 

remodeling

 • NEW HOMES • CHURCHES • 
 • ADDITIONS • REMODELING • 

 • KITCHEN & BATH BARN •

706-577-3066

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 
RESIDENTIAL and COMMERCIAL

We can build on your property....

Robert Allen, Agent 
201 5th Avenue 
Manchester, Ga 31816 
Bus: 706-846-2174 
robert.allen.gat4@statefarm.com

The right insurance at the 
right price is available now. 
On average, you’ll save $536*! 
All you need to do is make 
the switch. It’s easy. Just 
call me today.

*Average annual per household savings based on 
a 2019 national survey by State Farm® of new 
policyholders who reported savings by switching 
to State Farm. 
 
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company 
Bloomington, IL 
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company 
of Texas 
Richardson, TX 
 
2001308

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®

Here’s the deal.
You switch, 
You save.

®

Rick Knight, Agent 
409 Copeland Lane PO Box 385 

Hamilton, GA 31811 
706-628-5588 

www.rickknight.org 

Discounts Vary By States 
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 

State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL 
10011741

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

See why State Farm insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up 
to 40 percent. 
Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®  

Reach almost 15,000 Readers Weekly By Advertising Here. Email: starmercuryjohn@gmail.com or Call (706) 846-3188!

BRAZEALʼS
TRACTOR AND EQUIPMENT SALES

Service for Construction Equipment

Farm Tractor * Bobcat * Ditch Wich

Rebuild Hydraulic Cylinders

SAMMY BRAZEAL
41 RACE TRACT ROAD * LAGRANGE, GA

706-407-9106

BBOOBB’’SS  FFIIRREEWWOOOODD
706-302-9986 

12159 DALLIS MILL ROAD 
PINE MOUNTAIN, GA.

76 East Main Street • Woodland, GA

706•674•2215706•674•2215
www.talbotstatebank.com

We’re Still Making Loans
Home Loans • Land Loans
Debt Consolidation • More

For all your firewood needs, call

FFOORR  AANNYY  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  YYOOUU  MMAAYY  NNEEEEDD!!!!
Local contractors and businesses should be your first choice 
for many reasons. Because local contractors and businesses 
not only have knowledge and expertise, they also provide other 
advantages. Local contractors and businesses can provide local 
references, with face-to-face communications so work can begin 
faster. 

Auto, Truck, Lead 
and Acid batteries 
are .25¢ per pound. 
Small batteries are 
less per pound.

Small Scale Carpentry, LLC
770066--997777--00002299

Patio Covers • Barns • Porch Decks 
Small Houses Remodeling 

Fully Insured 
Licensed

Pre-Arrangement
Get peace of mind by 
taking away the burdening 
stress of decision making 
when losing a loved one.

FOR MORE INFORMATION STOP BY TODAY!!!

DDOOZZIIEERR  MMEEMMOORRIIAALLSS
720 Warm Springs Hwy. 
Manchester, GA 31816 

706-846-5338 
M-F 9am-5pm Sat. Appt. Only 
www.doziermemorials.com

JAVIER MARTINEZ 
Construction & Remodleing

Licensed & Insured

(706) 575-1953

MARTINEZCONTRACTORANDDESIGNLLC

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODELATION
• Concrete 
• Bathrooms 
• Kitchens 
• Floors 

• Roofs 
• Painting 
• Hardie Siding

Custom New Homes 
Turn-Key or Supervised 

Supervised Repairs 
Free Consultation

65 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
“One call knows it all!”

The “Lighter Side” of the News
“Bummed” Lottery Player Finds He’s Jackpot Winner 

A Michigan man said he was disappointed to see some-
one had won the lottery's $564,219 Club Keno The Jack prize 
-- until he found out the winning ticket was his own. 

The 45-year-old Otsego County man told Michigan Lottery 
officials he bought a Club Keno The Jack ticket from the 
Gaylord South EZ Mart on South Otsego Avenue in Gaylord. 

"I play Club Keno every now and then, but I only play The 
Jack when it gets over $100,000," the player said. "I bought a 
ticket for 30 draws, and when I got home, I decided that if 
the draws were still going, I would go somewhere to have a 
drink and watch the rest." 

The player said he was initially upset when he used his 
phone to check the status of the drawings. 

"I got on the lottery app to see what draw it was on and 
was bummed when I saw someone had won The Jack. I scanned 
my ticket to check it and was stunned when I found out I was 

the big winner! All I could think was: 'What am I going to do 
with all this money?' It was a good feeling!" 

The winner said he ended up deciding to use his $564,219 
prize to invest. 

 
Not a Nice Swan 

A black swan that took up residence in a British town is 
being relocated after attempting to drown some of the native 
mute swans. 

Cyril Bennis, volunteer swan warden for the town of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, famous as the birthplace of William 
Shakespeare, said locals were initially excited by the pres-
ence of the Australia-native black swan in the town. 

Bennis said the swan got along with the native mute swans 
at first, and locals dubbed him Reggie. 

"Everyone was coming to Stratford to see the black swan. 
On the one hand, it was great. On the other hand, it caused a 

bit of nervousness in a sense, because we didn't want it to set-
tle in and we didn't want it to get too familiar with our mute 
swans," he told The Independent. 

The swan warden renamed the visitor Mr. Terminator 
after he started showing another side. 

"In the evening time, it had a different side to it," Bennis 
told CBC News. "Listen, it was a nightmare. An absolute ruddy 
nightmare." 

He said the swan would attack the native male swans and 
try to mate with the females. 

"Violence, yes. Trying to drown them," Bennis said. "Quite 
horrendous, really. And it's natural, you know. These animals 
are wild animals and they're not ornaments." 

Town officials secured a new home for the swan at the 
Dawlish Waterfowl Center in Devon, England, where he will 
be among other black swans. 

Bennis said Mr. Terminator did not give up without a fight.
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NOTICE
The City of GENEVA does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held at the CITY HALL, 301 SCHOOL HOUSE RD, GENVA, GA 
31810 on OCTOBER 14, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. and pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 does hereby publish the following presentation of the cur-
rent year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years. 

Gross Maintenance & 
Operation Millage 

Less Rollback 
(Local Option Sales Tax)

TOTAL DIGEST VALUE 

TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED 

Net Tax $ Increase 

Net Tax % Increase

TOTAL COUNTY

TOTAL COUNTY

NET M&O MILLAGE RATE

NET M&O TAXES LEVIED

I 
N 
C 
O 
R 
P 
O 
R 
A 
T 
E 
D 
 

A 
R 
E 
A

V 
A 
L 
U 
E

R 
A 
T 
E

TAX

CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

INCORPORATED
Real & Personal 

Motor Vehicles 
Mobile Homes 
Timber - 100% 

Heavy Duty Equipment 
Gross Digest 

Less Exemptions 
NET DIGEST VALUE

13.8800 12.1130 11.9480 15.7340 7.9660 7.7560

7.8800 6.6200 6.5300 10.2900 3.0200 2.7600

6.0000 5.4930 5.4180 5.4440 4.9460 4.9960

$16,739 $17,690 $20,593 $20,315 $20,007 $18,750

2,789,842 3,220,408 3,800,894 3,731,613 4,045,055 3,752,915
$16,739 $17,690 $20,593 $20,315 $20,007 $18,750

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

5.68% 16.41% -9.58% 110.79% 408.12%
$951 $2,903 ($278) ($308) ($1,257)

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
2,792,260 3,177,124 3,767,719 3,702,621 4,080,059 3,816,665

36,730 25,280 21,140 20,850 16,420 11,690
84,162 83,881 108,551 117,614 111,060 108,775

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
2,913,152 3,286,285 3,897,410 3,841,085 4,207,539 3,937,130

123,310 65,877 96,516 109,472 162,484 184,215

2,789,842 3,220,408 3,800,894 3,731,613 4,045,055 3,752,915

Photographs and story by Pres Hall 
MAYS’ FAMILY REUNION HELD - Thank You Lord! What a blessed time! What a mighty 
good time! Descendants of the Mays family recently gathered for their family reunion 
that was held at the Columbus, GA Fire Station Association Bldg. Praise God, there were 
a very large attendance that was made up of families from across the country, locally 
and abroad. Yes indeed, this amazing, beautiful Mays Family again came together; bet-
ter, bigger and stronger than ever. In fact, there were perhaps more than four genera-
tion of family descendants. The extraordinary event began with a well organized and 
planned program with each participant at their very best. Furthermore, there was no 
shortage of food of choices, down home country cooking; so much so, that you could 
have it your way. There was entertainment for all to enjoy and the building was phenom-
enally decorated with the purple color scheme which the Mays family attendants dressed 
as such. Descendants sincerely expressed hope that the tradition of honor, connection 
and remembrance will continue for generation to come. However, the Mays families gen-
uinely thank friends and everyone for helping to make this Mays reunion an unforget-
table experience. Your presence made a significant difference! “If it is possible, as it 
depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”[especially family] (Roman 12:18). God 
Bless! Thank You Lord!

It’s All About the Family...

By JACK BAGLEY 
didyouknowcolumn@gmail.com 

 
In October of 2016, I had 

a problem - I was laying out a 
newspaper and had a “hole” in 
a page with nothing to fill it.  
Frantically thinking (the only 
way I know how), I finally 
remembered that I had a col-
lection of odd facts which I’d 
used during my career as a 
teacher to entertain students, 
and figured, “What the heck.  
I’ll try putting some of that 
here.” 

The result got a lot of 
notice, and it led directly (the 
next week, in fact) to the birth 
of “Did You Know...?”  And this 
week, we celebrate nine years 
of bringing this silliness to you! 

I can not thank you all 
enough for being with me 
these past nine years.  You are 
the reason I do this.  It means 
the entire world to me that you 
read this stuff each week, that 
you seem to like it, and that 
you want more.   

Nine years.  Shall we shoot 
for ten? 

 
Did you know ... 
… about half of the world’s 

pigs live on farms in China?  
(But can they oink in Chinese?  
Hmmm?) 

… the word “quiz” is 
wrongly thought to have not 
existed before 1800?  Its ori-
gins are somewhat murky, but 
the best story about the cre-
ation of the word comes from 
Dublin, Ireland.  In 1791, the 
manager of the Theatre Royal, 
Richard Daly (1758-1813), bet 
his friends that within 48 hours 
he could make a nonsense 

word be spoken all through the 
city.  Seeing some easy money, 
his friends took Daly up on the 
bet, and that evening Daly sent 
his employees out to write the 
word “quiz” in chalk on doors, 
windows, and walls through-
out the city.  The appearance 
of the word caused people to 
be talking about it all through 
Dublin, thus winning the bet 
for Daly.  Serious linguists 
doubt the story for a lot of rea-
sons, not the least of which that 
the tale was first written down 
44 years after it supposedly 
happened.  Also, if you look 
hard enough, you will find 
examples of the word “quiz” 
in print prior to 1791.  So, while 
Daly’s employees may indeed 
have written “quiz” all over 
the city, the stunt had nothing 
to do with the word’s origin.  (I 
hope you took notes.  There 
will be a quiz later.) 

… a house in Poland is 
incredibly narrow?  The Keret 
House, in Warsaw, is exactly 
four feet wide at its widest 
point.  Despite this, the Keret 
House contains a bedroom, a 
bathroom, and a kitchen in its 
three-story confines.  What it 
lacks in width, it apparently 
makes up for in height.  (And 
claustrophobia.) 

… a Swedish warship sank 
less than a mile into its maid-
en voyage because of faulty 
measurements?  The Vasa was 
built and launched in 1628.  
Less than a mile from its dock 
– in full view of the King of 
Sweden and his court – the 
Vasa rolled over and sank.  
Archaeologists studying the 
raised hulk of the ship discov-
ered four rulers that had been 

used by workers who built the 
ship.  Two of the rulers were 
based on the Swedish foot, 
which is 12 inches long; the 
other two were scaled to the 
Dutch or Amsterdam foot, 
which is 11 inches long.  The 
ship was thus built asymmet-
rically, which caused it to cap-
size quickly and sink.  (See why 
the metric system is such a 
good one?) 

… a fad called “red out” 
took place among high school 
students in 1948?  It had to be 
one of the silliest ever.  
Participants would kneel, 
breathe deeply ten times, close 
their lips around their thumbs, 
then blow – without actually 
exhaling.  They would then 
turn red and pass out.  
Regaining consciousness, 
many reported they believed 
they had been chased by mon-
sters while unconscious.  (The 
value of a high school educa-
tion, folks.) 

… a lawyer gambled on 
inheriting an elderly woman’s 
house – and lost?  In 1965, 
French lawyer Andre-
François Raffray (1900-1977) 
agreed to pay the elderly 
woman a “rent” of $500 a 
month on her home in Arles, 
France, on the condition that 
he would inherit the house 
when she died.  When Raffray 
died in 1977, however, the 
woman was still alive – and she 
would be for a while.  The 
woman was Jeanne Calment 
(1875-1997), who was 122 years 
old at the time of her death and 
documented as the oldest per-
son who ever lived.  Raffray’s 
family kept up the payments 
and eventually did get the 

The Did You Know Column is Nine Years Old This Week!

Roosevelt (1858-1919) object-
ed to its use.  T.R. felt using 
the motto on money was sac-
rilegious. 

… about 10,000 new 
species of insects are discov-
ered each year?  (Usually 
when they bite or sting you.) 

… the Bible may be biased 
against left-handed people?  
The right hand is mentioned 
100 times in the Bible, all pos-
itively … yet the left hand only 
gets 25 mentions, and all of 
them are negative.  (Make of 
that what you will.) 

Now ... you know! 

Copyright © 2025 
Jack Bagley

house, but in the end they paid 
more than twice what it was 
worth for it.  (Subtle.  Very sub-
tle.) 

… the life’s work of a math-
ematician turned out to be 
meaningless?  It happens to a 
lot of us, I know, but in the case 
of English mathematician 
William Shanks (1812-1882), 
it’s extra egregious.  In the 
days of yore, before calcula-
tors and computers were 
invented, Shanks computed 
the value of π to 707 places.  
But a review of his work in 
1944 showed that Shanks had 
made an error at the 528th 
place, and the rest of the cal-
culation was wrong.  (Thanks 
to Mason for the tip!) 

… the German parliament 
is literally walked over by its 
people?  Inside the Reichstag 
building in Berlin, the cham-
ber in which the assembly 
meets has a domed ceiling, 
above which is a glass dome 
and a walkway open to the pub-
lic.  The setup reminds politi-
cians that government should 
be transparent, and that the 
people are always above them.  
(Not a bad idea, at that.) 

… placing the national 
motto on U.S. coins was object-
ed to by a president?  “In God 
We Trust,” the national motto 
of the country, has been placed 
on U.S. money in one way or 
another since 1864, but 
President Theodore 


